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a Future
a home with

       A house of many features  
blends seamlessly  
  into this historic neighborhood

by jessie gurner | photography by jack gurner
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“Every room is exactly 
  as it was designed.”
               — Marla Lomax
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to the Home Builders Association of Mississippi,  

this Oxford house is the Grand Award Winner for  

best construction project in the state for 2006. To Lowry and 

Marla Lomax, it’s home.

The Lomaxes are Ole Miss alumni and kept close ties to  

Oxford while living in Pascagoula and Mobile.

“Over the years we had been coming to the football games  

and enjoying all the festivities in the Grove. We bought a condo, 

as many others have done, just to have a place for football  

weekends,” says attorney Lowry Lomax. “At first, we purchased 

this lot for an investment. Then we thought, why not build a 

house and move up here?”

The home, designed by Mobile architect Pete John Vallas, A.I.A., 

and built by Avant Construction of Water Valley, blends seamlessly 

into the historic neighborhood near the University of Mississippi. 

“Growing up in south Mississippi and living on the coast, we were 

originally thinking of an A. Hays Town look. Then it drifted to the 

classic Greek Revival that seemed to fit in with old Oxford.” 

The complex house took two years to build, but it was time  

well spent. The first year, the Lomaxes were still living in Mobile, 

and according to Lowry Lomax, “We put our trust in John Avant.” 

The second year, the couple rented a house in Oxford so they 

could spend more time watching the progress.

“Other than just a few tweaks, we didn’t make any changes,” 

says Marla Lomax. “Every room is exactly as it was designed.”

Johnny Avant of Avant Construction who appreciates attention  

to detail states, “It was never what was the easiest way, it was 

what was the best way. We had a homeowner and a designer who  

wanted it done right. Some cities have tours of historic homes, 

and I think that in 100 years this will be one of those homes.  

It’s rewarding to be a part of that.”

The foyer (opposite) displays a Vino Rosso table by Lx Rossi, San Francisco; antique 
English knife box stands and German chest from Plantation Antiques, Mobile; 
mirrors from William Word Antiques, Atlanta; lantern from Marvin Alexander, 
Inc., NYC; and bench in Brunschwig & Fils from Jane Marsden Antiques, Atlanta.  
The living room (above) features sofas upholstered in Cowtan & Tout; draperies 
in Travers Fabrics with Cowtan & Tout trim; limestone-topped coffee table   
by Murray’s Iron Works, California; antique French chairs in Lee Jofa fabric from 
Walker McIntyre Antiques, Atlanta;  antique lamps from Tom Hayes Antiques, 
Atlanta; and sisal rug by Stark Carpet. 
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In front of the house a limestone-

capped retaining wall lines the  

beautifully landscaped, raised lawn.  

A brick walkway leads to the front  

porch. The porch, which extends the 

width of the house features six, two- 

foot square, 24-foot tall columns. 

As one enters, to the right is a  

magnificent unsupported staircase  

with walnut treads. The spacious center 

hallway features wide-plank walnut 

floors that follow through double doors 

opening onto a large back porch.  

A fireplace and a variety of inviting  

seating make this area an ideal place  

for relaxing or entertaining.

The patio bricks, purchased from a  

supplier in Tallahatchie County, came 

from an old cotton warehouse on Tyler 

Street in Oxford and now have returned to 

a spot very close to where they originated.

In the living room, built-in book-

cases and triple-hung windows flank a 

fireplace with a custom-designed mantle. 

Exquisite crown molding, created by 

Bobby Wells of Blue Horse Woodworks, 

is used throughout the room. Furnish-

ings, including two matching sofas and a 

grand piano, are elegant and timeless.

The majority of the furnishings in the 

home came from their previous home in 

Mobile. “We had to buy very little. Interior 

designer Wayne Brinson Holder, ASID, of 

Point Clear, Alabama, worked with our 

architect and made sure there was a place 

for everything,” says Marla Lomax.

In the dining room, an antique French 

chandelier from their previous residence 

highlights fabric-covered walls. On the 

sideboard is a gleaming antique tea ser-

vice, an heirloom from Marla’s family.

Like all families, the Lomaxes have a 

favorite spot. “The keeping room/kitchen 

area is where we gravitate,” says Lowry.

The keeping room and expertly  

designed kitchen with professional  

appliances have French terra-cotta tile 

floors and walls made from “Sinker”  

cypress, which adds glowing color, as 

well as warmth to the rooms. This wood  

is milled from recovered virgin cypress 

logs that were lost decades ago while 

being floated to a sawmill. During the 

following years, the minerals from  

the silt and mud where they rested  

created a unique tint on the wood.

The keeping room (opposite, above) creates a warm feeling with an antique French table and chairs and a 
custom-made French iron chandelier by David Iatesta. Framed antique maps on “Sinker” cypress walls serve 
as a background for fireside wing chairs and ottoman by Dennis & Leen uphosltered in Brunschwig & Fils 
fabric. In the dining room (opposite, below) wall fabric and trim are by Scalamandré and the antique French 
chandelier is from Travis & Co., Atlanta.  A French bombe’ vitrene displays favorite china. Antique English  
sideboard and French gilt lamps are from Tom Hayes Antiques, Atlanta and the French gilt candelabra 
are from William Word Antiques, Atlanta. The gallery (above) features a teak and iron table by Atchison’s 
Imports, Mobile, and chairs by Wiker Works, San Francisco.

“Some cities have 
tours of historic 
homes, and I think 
that in 100 years 
this will be one  
of those homes.”
                — Johnny Avant
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A state-of-the-art media room is just 

off the kitchen and has a projector and 

80-inch screen that lowers from the 

ceiling. An original French movie poster 

advertising Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 

Birds” hangs on the wall.

A downstairs powder room features  

an antique mirror above a marble-

topped bow-front vanity and hand- 

painted silk panels.

The master suite has a well-stocked  

library that is separated from the  

bedroom by pocket doors. The master 

bathroom has heated Italian marble 

floors and his-and-her vanities. There is 

a large walk-though shower and a luxury 

deck tub. Custom cherry cabinets and 

walls and leather tile floors are in both 

Lowry and Marla’s dressing rooms. 

The upper floor also contains two 

additional bedrooms with private baths, 

Marla’s office, and a laundry room.

One of the many interesting features 

in the home is a wine cellar that can be 

reached either by stairs or by elevator. 

Keeping watch over the elevator is a 

whimsically placed Blue Dog picture by 

Louisiana artist George Rodrigue. “I’ve 

always appreciated the work of Rodrigue. 

But after a high school field trip to New 

Orleans, Louisiana, my son Christopher 

insisted that we get a Blue Dog .” 

The entire Lomax family enjoys their 

home and its location in Oxford. And 

maybe 100 years from now it will be on 

tour, but for now it is just a great place  

to enjoy life. H&G

The master bedroom and sitting area (opposite, above) have Aubusson rugs by Stark Carpet and drapery and 
upholstry fabrics are by Clarence House. The antique Sang de Beouf lamp with gilt trim is from Tom Hayes 
Antiques, Atlanta. The pristine master bath (opposite, below) has reproduction mirrors from Mirror Fair, NYC 
and reproduction gilt sconces from Marvin Alexander, Inc., NYC. All marble is Calacatta Gold by Renaissance 
Tile & Bath, Atlanta.  The interior of the elevator (above) has molding designed by Wayne Brinson Holder, 
ASID and a George Rodrigue original Blue Dog oil painting. 

“At first, we pur-
chased this lot for 
an investment. 
Then we thought, 
why not build a 
house and move 
up here?”
                   — Lowry Lomax
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